
» Imagine small 
initiatives with 

a big positive 
impact on our 

ecosystems

Winner!



It all started with 
Augustin. 

Armed with the trust of the 
men and women of his rural 
community in Diembering, 
Casamance, (Southern 
Senegal) and some personal 
resources, Augustin was 
seeking additional funds 
to fence in the 32 hectare 
forest (64 football fields!) of 
his village, to protect it from 
real estate predation and 

threats such as poaching 
and illegal felling.

Did we want to help 
Augustin? Definitely! 
But how could we do so 
effectively and sustainably? 
That is when we imagined 
Ecofund, a web platform 
that would not only 
present Augustin’s inspiring 
project and introduce his 
environment to the global 
audience, but also raise 
money online.

A few months after online 
publication, Augustin 
convinced 39 individual 
donors to contribute 
between 5 and 250 Euros. 
Moreover, encouraged by 
the Ecofund community, 
two corporate donors 
made significant donations. 
Thanks to this support, 
Augustin was able to 
order a professional fence. 

Augustin and Ecofund 
supported an inventory 
of the forest’s birds that 
showed it to have several 
species confined, in Senegal, 
to Casamance’s evergreen 
forests, one not recorded in 
Senegal for more than 30 
years.

Augustin would no doubt 
tell you that he is not doing 
anything special. But we 
see him working every 
day for the protection of 
the environment. To us, he 
is one of the modern day 
heroes, as is Sidi, keen to 
protect migratory birds in 
his native “Banc d’Arguin” 
in Mauritania or Jose and 
Tommy, a father and son 
devoted to the preservation 
of endangered species of 
turtles and birds in Cape 
Verde. This is why we call 
them “Champions”.

» There are so many other Champions, men and 

women, in Africa, and everywhere else, who deserve 

to be introduced to the world and encouraged! 

Small local initiatives…



Preserving our planet is not an impossible task but a challenge within everyone’s reach. 
That is what we believe. It is this very spirit of positive action that we are trying to spread 
with Ecofund and the unique platform it provides. 

» 1. Information 

These three pillars are Ecofund’s driving force for  
a sustainable positive environmental change.

» Ecofund was awarded the APPS 4 AFRICA 2011 prize by the 
American Department of State on December 7th in Durban at 
the 17th International Conference on Climate Change COP17. 

”We believe that everyone can be a champion, that 

small efforts can produce a broader positive effect 

on our ecosystems”

In Cape Verde, José and Tommy 
Melo, protect endangered species 
of sea turtles and the birds of the 
Islands of Santa Luzia, Branco and 
Razo

Our community of 
champions is growing!

In Mauritania, our champion Sidi 
and the youth of his village Iwik 
are the guardians of migratory 
birds and amazing landscapes of 
the National Parc of Banc d’Arguin

Our Ecoblog takes you on a journey to 

the most remote locations. You will learn 

about the challenges and opportunities of 

environmental protection there and why this 

is important for all of us: protecting migratory 

birds in “Banc d’Arguin” in Mauritania ensures 

that after a cold and grey winter, we in Europe 

can still hear the calls  of wading birds on our 

wetlands in the spring.

Thanks to our Ecoforum, global citizens can 

exchange stories and ideas on how to protect 

our biodiversity. Ecoforum is a virtual meeting 

point for all those who don’t wait for political 

decision makers to address the needs of 

environmental protection.

We identify, highlight and boost positive 

actions by connecting supporters with 

Champions and their concrete projects. Our 

Champions do extraordinary things every 

day to preserve our biodiversity. Ecofund 

accompanies each project and guarantees 

concrete and tangible results.

» 3. Action 

» 2. Dialogue

... with a big positive impact on our ecosystems.



Ecofund e.V. 
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Ecofund in Senegal: 
Markus Faschina 
33, Fênetre Mermoz 
Dakar, Sénégal
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E-mail: contact@ecofund.org

Website: www.ecofund.org
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Bank: Frankfurter Sparkasse 1822 
Name: Ecofund e.V. 
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BIC/SWIFT: HELADEF1822 
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With Ecofund we have created a 
global community of green-minded 
people. Ecofund offers everyone 
the opportunity to preserve our 
ecosystems in a simple, transparent 
and concrete manner. Individuals 
from all over the world as well 
as artists, organizations and 
corporations have already joined us.

Contact us and get involved!
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